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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition provides students the opportunity to read and write extensively and effectively about major works of imaginative literature written in English. A selection of classics and some less well-known works by American and British authors, poets, and playwrights, as well as texts by other writers around the English-speaking world, are featured. 

This course has four principal goals:  to help students 

1. read as writers by analyzing how authors create literary effect and meaning

2. write as readers by crafting clear, logical, and persuasive prose to address diverse audiences

3. discuss as both by conversing orally about literature and considering how the use of language and text shapes our reading; and 

4. use insight, evidence, and fluency to craft meaningful, persuasive, and well-articulated responses to a range of texts that address critical questions of the human experience.

Much of the reading, writing, thinking, speaking, and listening will focus on the complexity of human nature, a thoughtful consideration of which is desirable for adolescents who are already actively involved in envisioning their futures in a complex world.

Thus, the throughlines for AP Literature and Composition – the questions that guide our work for the whole course -- are as follows:

Creating and Exploring Text for Meaning
1. How to writers use language and structure to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers?

2. How can a deliberate and thorough study of a work’s literary artistry enrich the reader’s understanding of and subjective experience with the text?

3. How does literature reflect, embody, or criticize the social, political, and cultural values of a particular time or place?
4. How can we become a classroom community that derives pleasure, skill, understanding, and meaning from reading and writing?
5. What are the characteristics of “good writing” in general? of “good writing” about literary texts and works specifically?
Exploring the Complexity of Human Nature
6. What does imaginative literature in a variety of genres and from a range of literary periods teach, reveal, or expose about the foibles and feats of humans and humanity?

7. What do we mean by greatness, especially by “human greatness”?
8. To whom does human greatness matter – and why?

9. Of whom is greatness expected – or hoped?  Where does it come from?

10. How do the choices that we make or do not make affect our lives?

11. Is a person predestined to make certain choices?

In the course of exploring these questions, students develop not only world perspectives and positive dispositions but skills and habits of mind that will prepare them to succeed on the College Board’s AP English Literature and Composition Examination (which all students are expected to take) – and also in college level courses that require students to read, write, think, and converse meaningfully yet strategically in conjunction with rigorous content.
In light of the above, students should have – or should have a strong desire to develop -- strong analytical skills and a willingness to meet the challenge of difficult, multiple readings and writing assignments. All students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam. However, because this is a high school course and not a college course, students should actively seek out the help and support that will help them meet the course’s stated goals for them.
AP EXAM

This year, the AP English Literature and Composition exam will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2011, at 8:00 a.m. The exam, about 3 hours in length, consists of two sections. The multiple-choice section consists of about 55 questions linked to several reading selections. These should be completed in about one hour. You will receive one point for each correct answer and will not be penalized incorrect responses (this represents a recent change in AP scoring policy). The second section requires you to answer three free-response questions. These should take about two hours. The essays are scored using a 0- to 9-point scale. The scores for the multiple-choice section (which counts for 45% of the total AP grade) are combined with the three essay scores (worth 55%). The final AP grade of 1 to 5 is derived from this composite score. 

The scores are reported as follows to your selected colleges. Many colleges offer some credit for AP scores of 4 or 5. Some will even exempt you from introductory composition or literature courses.
5 
Extremely well qualified

3
Qualified

1
No recommendation

4
Well qualified


2
Possibly Qualified




TEXTS

The required texts of this course will allow students to examine the complexity of human nature in both public and private lives across various times, places, and societies.  They consist of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Joseph Conrad’s A Heart of Darkness, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, and Margret Atwood’s A Handmaid’s Tale. Required reading will also include numerous poems and shorter prose pieces, all of which can be found in the course pack that will be handed out during the first week of school.  If the course pack is lost, students will be responsible for copying the required material from a classmate.  All books distributed by the teacher are property of the school and must be returned in good condition. Students will be charged for lost or damaged books.  
MATERIALS

Arriving to class with the required materials is essential; it is evidence of strong organizational skills and commitment to the work at hand. As stated in the school handbook, students will not be allowed to go to their lockers to obtain class materials once class has started. In addition to the texts the class is reading and some sort of binder or folder for storing and organizing class handouts, students should bring to class everyday lined paper, pencils, blue or black pens, and a colored marker. Students who anticipate difficulty in acquiring these materials should have their parents/guardians contact Ms. LeeKeenan for assistance. Highlighters and post-it notes may also be useful. Special projects may require other materials, such as poster paper, construction paper, scissors, and glue stick, but many of these will also be provided.

MOODLE & CLASS BLOG
Moodle is the online component of the course.  On the Moodle course site, you will also find the forums, or online discussions, in which you will be expected to post and participate as part of your required class work. More information on Moodle will follow. In addition to Moodle you will be expected to check our class blog on a regular basis.  This is where you will find course information, web links, assignment handouts, and daily homework reminders.  The website address is: http://enamoredwithenglish.yolasite.com/

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Evaluation will be based on an assortment of individual and group work, and will include a range of comprehension-check, analytical, composition, and creative assignments. Evaluation will include in-class activities as well as homework. Work habits, organization, initiative, group work, and independence may be evaluated. Assignments are not graded on a curve.

The AP Reading and Writing Portfolio will be graded using a rubric that emphasizes 

· improvement in (rather than absolute quality of) AP-style essay-writing as assessed over time using the the AP 9-pt. writing rubric, 

· improvement in analyzing prose and poetry in terms of how they communicate meaning,
· thoughtfulness and thoroughness of written self-assessments and reflections, 

· thoughtfulness and thoroughness of analyses and explanations of responses to AP-style multiple-choice questions, and 

· thoughtful participation in class collaborative activities designed to enhance students’ capacities and confidence as “AP-style” readers, writers, thinkers, and co-learners. 
The categories of evaluation and their weightings are approximately as follows:

Third Term Marking Period
Homework, Activities, Participation (including Moodle)

15%

AP Style Analyses (prose/poetry)




15%

Response Papers & Projects





20%

Tests and Quizzes (Vocabulary, Literary Devices, AP MC Practice) 
20%

AP Reading and Writing Portfolio




15%

Mid-Semester Exam






15%


Forth Term Marking Period

Homework, Activities, Participation (including Moodle)

15%

AP Style Analyses (prose/poetry)




15%

Essays (personal/research) & Projects



25%

Tests and Quizzes (Vocabulary, Literary Devices, AP MC Practice) 
15%

AP Reading and Writing Portfolio




15%

Mid-Semester Exam






15%


In accordance with the CRLS grading policy, grades or report cards will be assigned as follows:
A+ 97-100% 
B+ 87-89% 

C+ 77-79%

D+ 67-69%

P Passing 


A   93-96% 

B   83-86% 

C   73-76%

D   63-66%

F Failing (50%)

A-  90-92% 

B-  80-82% 

C-  70-72%

D-  60-62%

I Incomplete


For essay responses where the AP-Exam marking scheme (scale of 0-9) is implemented, the marks will be converted or equated as follows:

9 = A+   = 98%
7 = B+   = 88%

5 = C+
= 78%

2 = D+
  = 68%      
0 = F < 50

8 = A/A- = 93%
6 = B/B- = 83%

4 = C
= 75%

1 = D/D- = 63%







3 = C-
= 71%
MS. LEEKEENAN’S THREE CARDINAL EXPECTATIONS AND ADVICE:

	· Believe in yourselves – be about learning.  Treat this class as a chance to grow as a student and a person.

· Don’t be surprised that you’re working hard and often:  AP courses all ask this of those who take them!

· Take initiative: work hard to find out what you really know, really can do, really care about – but do ask for help and support if you think it will make your path to academic growth and success less rocky.

· Treat all staff, students, and property with respect.

· Make responsible choices and take responsibility for them.




GENERAL EXPECTATIONS

Classroom behavioral expectations align with school-wide behavioral expectations.  Students are directed to do the following:

· Leave food and drinks outside of the classroom or tuck them in your bag. Water in clear plastic bottles is permitted and encouraged since hall passes will not be granted for water breaks.

· Make sure your cell phone and all other electronic devices are silent and invisible during class. 

· Don’t use profanities or other potentially offensive language. 
· Restroom privileges are limited and should only be requested in emergency situations and at appropriate times. Only one student is permitted out of the classroom at any given time, with the teacher’s permission. Anyone leaving the classroom for any reason must sign out and in on the clipboard.
Students should expect all policies in the CRLS Student Handbook to be enforced and are reminded that there may be escalating consequences for inappropriate behaviors or disregard of procedures. Students’ parents/guardians may be contacted if their support is needed in helping students live up to their academic and behavioral potentials.
ATTENDANCE AND MISSED WORK 

Students are asked to take responsibility for their own learning and success in the following ways:

· Please arrive on time. Attendance will be taken once the bell rings. If you are not inside the classroom, seated, you will be considered late. The school policy regarding Attendance Violation Failure (AVF) will be enforced.

· Please inform me of absences in advance when possible. If you are absent for any reason, including illness, appointments, and athletic or other school events, you are responsible for completing the work you miss. Please see me immediately about missed work, including quizzes and tests, because they must be made up within two days of your return, or it will receive a mark of zero. If you are “unexcused absent” for a presentation, you will receive a mark of zero. A presentation may be rescheduled because of an excused absence only if sufficient notice is given.

· An assignment is late if it is not ready for submission at the beginning of class. You are allowed one late submission without immediate penalty per marking period. To request this, fill in the appropriate form and submit it on the original due date. Otherwise, each late assignment is penalized one letter grade (B ( C) per day (weekend = 1 day). Of course, if the class lesson is based on having the assignment completed -- for example, if the answers are taken up in class, or if the assignment is used to generate a discussion -- you will receive a mark of zero with no chance to make up the assignment. In rare instances, however, alternative assignment might substitute for the assignment on which class work depended. Bonus points and extra credit assignments are not given in this course.
ASSIGNMENT PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

· Cheating or plagiarizing results in a mark of zero and further disciplinary action. The Academic Honesty Policy is clearly outlined in the Student Handbook. Please read these pages carefully.  If you are worried that you might inadvertently steal someone else’s intellectual or creative property, see Ms. LeeKeenan about how to avoid that.
· Students should read and follow all assignment instructions carefully to avoid asking questions for which answers are readily available. Unless otherwise specified, students should be prepared to submit assignments at the beginning of the class period. 

· Students should ensure that their full names, the date of submission, and the title of the assignment appear on the first page of all submissions. Except in the case of formal essays, a cover page is not required. 

· When a rubric is available, students should use it as the last page of your submission. 

· Multiple pages of the same assignment should be stapled – not clipped --together. 

· All major essays and graded assignments must be submitted as word-processed documents.  They must be double-spaced, and typed in a minimum of size-10 font (size 12 preferred). 

· All handwritten assignments must written with a blue or black pen.  Care should be taken to make them as legible as possible, and margins must be left on both the left-hand and right-hand sides of the page to allow space for comments and correction symbols. If the handwritten assignment is an AP-style essay, students should skip lines to ease peer-response and revision activities.

· At the end of each assignment for which sources have been consulted, all sources referenced must be properly cited using MLA format. 

ASSIGNMENT EXTENSION PASS

Ms. LeeKeenan

AP Literature & Composition
Name:






Class/Period:






Assignment:  





Date:





Date you will turn it in (one week from today):

Student’s Name


Student’s Signature


Date

Ms. LeeKeenan’s approval 




Date
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